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An update from Advocates Abroad
Since Advocates Abroad was created in February, we have grown from an idea
to a fully-fledged charity organization.
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We are currently working mostly in Greece covering 7 islands, Athens,
Thessaloniki, northern Greece and we're also active in the southeast and
western provinces in Turkey.

This is made possible by the 75 attorneys from 10 countries, 8 interpreters
covering 18 languages, field and remote volunteers who help out with research
and case work.

Since our founding, we've worked on 200 cases, covering 10 countries and 8
nationalities of asylum seekers.

Donate now so we can continue our mission to provide essential legal aid
to refugees

Director's Notes - Ariel Ricker

The past ten months have been rewarding and

challenging as the Director of Advocates Abroad. Our

volunteers have provided remote and in person legal and

non-legal aid throughout Europe and parts of Syria.

Our field teams have successfully assisted in numerous

family reunification, resettlement, relocation, and asylum

claims for nationalities all over Greece and Turkey. This

coming year, I look forward to further developing our

partnerships across governmental and non-profit lines. I also look forward to

welcoming new and diverse teams in the field, remote, and research teams – so

apply and join us to make a difference in this crisis!

Spotlight
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Vicky Hartanto serves as Advocates Abroad’s
Volunteer Coordinator. In this role, Vicky recruits and
screens applicants from all over the world to join our
field, remote and research teams.

She coordinates the training and preparation of all field
team members prior to the start of field missions, directs
and supervises research projects, and liaises constantly
with the Director and volunteers to ensure the smooth
operation of our missions. Vicky is also working with the
Director on the bigger picture of growing and strengthening Advocates Abroad
so that we can continue to provide these much needed services to refugees
and asylum seekers.

Vicky’s background is as an attorney in San Francisco, California, specializing
in public interest environmental and consumer protection litigation.  She also
has experience working with various human rights organizations, and is
currently co-chair of the Center for Justice & Accountability’s Committee for
Human Rights.

She has represented refugees from Central America, including unaccompanied
children, in their asylum and immigration claims.  Prior to law school, Vicky
volunteered in East Timor, researching and evaluating the war crimes tribunal.
Vicky received her law degree from the University of California, Berkeley
School of Law (Boalt Hall) and her undergraduate degree from Tufts University.

Field Notes

Working in Thessaloniki is a real challenge. The so-
called "Refugee crisis" is less visible than in Athens, for
example. However, the reality hit me after the first visit
of one of the refugee camp, after some discussions with
other volunteers and refugees: the conditions in the
camps are awful.

Beyond this environment, working with Advocates
Abroad is also a real challenge. Each story, each case is different and bring



new questions and issues.
- Laure Paradis

Thoughts on Advocates Abroad

Back in London after an intense week in Athens with Advocates Abroad –
foremost amongst my impressions is the dignity and graciousness of the
refugees despite the grinding circumstances and absent future that they live
with. Secondly, the generosity of spirit of the many volunteers offering their time
and energy in the different projects created in the vacuum where funded state
and NGO provision should be.

Athens is an urban refugee crisis. The issues presented to a legal volunteer
are more varied than in the hotspots, and the weight of bureaucracy to be
negotiated greater. The unmet need for legal advice and representation is
painful to witness – the work of AA is so important and deserving of support. If
you have time and resources to contribute, do it!
- Annette Elder

Make a donation to Advocates Abroad
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